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Fort Ruby: the worst post in the West 
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In their early stages, most military out 
ces, but some 
were worse than others During the 


n par 


posts were desolate pl 


) 
seven years it existed, one post 


ticular was с onsidered by its garrison 
the epitome of the frontier station at 
its worst. Fort Ruby located midway 
between Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
Carson City, Nevada, was built in 
1862 to protect the Overland Mail 
route from Paiute raiders. The near- 
est settlement was 120 miles away. 


The setting was grim; Colonel Р. Ed 


ward Connor, the post's first com 


manding officer, called Ruby Valley 


was 


In 1868, Fort Ruby's finest buildir 


“a bleak, inhospitable place —no for- 
ч 


sO 


age not limber to build with, 


lumber, that is, for anything more 
grand than log cabins (below), while 
horses had to be grazed over a wide 
area for lack of forage. 

A measure ol the state of morale at 
Ruby at the outset was the garrison’s 
desperate offer to forgo a total of 
$30,000 back pay if only Washing- 
ton would order the regiment East to 
fight in the Civil War. Washington 
refused. Two vears later, а single ray 
of sunshine graced Ruby when a dis- 


егу was built nearby, marketing a 


[егу product called “Old Comn 
sary.” H lowever much that be verage 
lifted morale in the ranks, it was 
simply not enough. When Captain 
George Walker was given command 
of Ruby in 1867, his first act was to 
take six months’ furlough. 

In 1869, with the construction of 
the railroad to carry the mail, the 
Army closed Fort Ruby. This happy 
action, however, did not come soon 
enough to avoid a final scanda = the 
court-martial of Ruby’s last comman 
dant, Captain Timothy Connelly, for 
having embezzled the company funds. 


the officers’ quarters of hewn logs and mud daubing, A year later Ruby was abandoned. 
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Early Western campaigns: The Mormon challenge 


Nine years after the Mexican War 
ended, the Army sent another large 
force west, this time against a most 
unlikely enemy: the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, better 
known as the Mormons. 

During the late 1840s, persecuted 
and abhorred for their practice of po- 
lygamy, the Mormons fled into the 
wilderness and established the center 
of a new civilization in the Valley ot 
Great Salt Lake. Through coopera- 
tive enterprise and extensive irrigation, 
they won a handsome living from the 
arid soil of the region. 

Within a decade, the frontier had 
caught up with them. Now, however, 
as prior occupants of the land, the 
Mormons held the strings of power, 
and they made the most of their ad- 
vantage. When Utah was made a ter- 
ritory in 1850, their leader, Brigham 
Young, was named governor. Resist- 
ing federal authority at every tum, he 
administered the territory as а Mor- 


mon kingdom, Most unforgivable of 

all, he undeniably had 27 wives. 
Soon after President James Bu- 

chanan assumed office in 1857, he 


decided to replace Young with a non- 
Mormon governor, Alfred Cumming, 
a grossly fat former Indian agent. And 
when the Mormons made it clear that 
they intended to prevent Cumming 
from assuming office, the President or- 
dered the Army out. In mid-July, 
а force of 2.500 soldiers began its 
departure from Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, headed toward Utah to back 
up Cumming with guns. ‘The march 
west, covering 1,200 miles and last- 
ing almost four months, became a hor- 
ror when winter overtook the troops 
(right). Worse, Brigham Young, de- 
scribing the U.S. government as “а 
directed his 
Mormon militia to harass the advane- 
ing column by laying waste the coun- 
tryside, blockading roads and even 
destroying government supply trains. 


stink in our nostril 


These guerrilla tactics were so suc- 
cessful that when the force reached 
the vicinity of Salt Lake in November 
it was exhausted. 

Not until spring, when fresh sup- 
plies and new horses and mules ar- 
rived, was the Army in а position to 
meet the Mormon challenge. But by 
then acompromise had been arranged. 
Cumming would enter Salt Lake City 
and be accepted as governor, but the 
Атту would remain behind. Satisfied 
with this arrangement, President Bu- 
chanan pardoned all insurgents. As 
tempers cooled, Young agreed to let 
the Army save face by marching into 
Salt Lake City — and straight out the 
other side again. 

So, in a magnificent anticlimax and 
without a shot being fired, the Mor- 
mon War came to an end. However, 
one basic conflict —the practice of po- 
lygamy so abhorred by Easterners 
—remained unsolved. It was finally 
outlawed by a federal act in 1882. 


